
 
 

October 30, 2014 
 
 
 

Greetings Class of 1962!   
 

Returning to the Worcester State University campus in August, after parking the car near the amazing new 
SHEEHAN residence hall and dining facility, I stood in awe of the wonder the little state school we attended 
more than fifty-two years ago has become. The continuing campus expansion and magnificent vistas bring 
pride to each visit and affirm commitment in continuing to volunteer at student events and programs offered 
at the university as I continue in my role on the Alumni Board of Directors. All graduates are encouraged to 
attend and participate in volunteering to help out with the many activities throughout the school year. 
 

On October 9, 2014, fifteen 1962 grads met at TAVOLINO'S RESTAURANT in Westborough for our annual fall 
luncheon. Dining and conversation proved delicious and delightful. We will continue to hold this gathering as 
well as encourage attendance at the Golden Grads brunch on May 31, 2015, at WSU. There were fourteen 
1962 alumni in attendance at the 2014 brunch and hopefully the numbers will continue to grow. 
 

It is no secret that Worcester State is a university on the move! A ribbon cutting ceremony on September 9, 
2014, saw 150 guests, including Lt. Col. Sheehan ’55, for the official opening of Sheehan Hall. This facility 
houses 400 students and a 650 seat fresh-food restaurant-style dining hall. With this addition, 40 percent of 
all students are now living on campus – up from about nineteen percent in 2000. 
 

On October 22, 2014, Worcester State held a groundbreaking ceremony for the University’s new 100,000-
square-foot, $52.6 million Wellness Center. In addition to housing athletics, the facility will feature exercise 
rooms, classrooms, lecture halls, and public gathering spaces to accommodate new wellness programs and 
expand community-based partnerships. 
 

President Maloney recently announced the naming of the civic engagement center for the late John J. Binienda, 
’70, D.P.A., h.c. ’14, whose career was devoted to civic engagement and service. Representative Binienda, a 
lifelong supporter of Worcester State, made a gift of $100,000 prior to his passing. 
 
It is very exciting to see Worcester State students serving in the community! Did you know that on May 2, 
2014, the Worcester State Student-Athlete Mentors hosted a field day on Coughlin Field for the fourth graders 
of Elm Park Elementary School? There were approximately 50 mentors and 55 elementary school students in 
attendance. 
 

In late July, the Urban Studies and Mathematics Departments hosted more than 60 young women from the 
Girls Inc. Eureka Program, a five-year program for teenage girls that focuses on STEM, leadership, health and 
fitness, college-readiness, and career-readiness. 

Over 



Julie Broderick ’14, was honored at the 2014 “29 Who Shine” award ceremony on May 8, 2014. Julie, a 
business major, is an entrepreneur who, while still a student, created On-Guard, a non-profit organization that 
aims to raise awareness of the mental health issues facing correction officers.  
 

The Alumni Association provides a calendar of events that are of interest. Please view a summary of upcoming 
alumni events below. You are encouraged to join us at any of these events! A full listing of alumni events can 
be viewed at worcester.edu/alumnievents. 

 November 8: Chorale Reunion & Concert 
 November 20: Education Alumni Reunion ~ Rescheduled Due to Power Outage 
 November 28 - 30: Worcester Center for Crafts Holiday Festival of Crafts 
 December 4 - 24: Worcester Center for Crafts Cup Show 
 December 7: Chorus, Chorale and Alumni Holiday Concert at Our Lady of Angels Church 
 December 19: Rockin’ the Holidays with Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals at Mechanics Hall 
 January 15: Worcester Center for Crafts Harmony Opening 
 February 19: Boca Raton, Florida Alumni Chapter Event 
 March 15: Naples, Florida Alumni Chapter Event 
 April 1: Second Annual Day of Giving 
 April 9: Celebration of Service and Formal Dedication of The Honorable John J. Binienda Center for Civic 

Engagement 
 May 3: Scholarship Tea honoring Maureen Stefanini ’58, M.Ed. ’61, Ed.D. 
 May 7: Distinguished Alumni Awards 
 May 16: 139th Commencement Ceremony with Keynote Speaker Geoffrey H. Zakarian ’81  
 May 31: Golden Graduates Luncheon 

 

As Worcester State alumni, it is our duty to help expand the “borders, boundaries and edges” that define our 
lives and the lives of the students following in our footsteps. One of the many ways we can do this is by 
making a gift to the Class of 1962 Memorial Scholarship Fund by visiting www.worcester.edu/classgift or by 
returning the enclosed gift envelope. Our donations contribute to the support of students pursuing degrees in 
education. No gift is too small; the Worcester State Fund, Scholarship Tea and Day of Giving are also ways we 
can give back to the University. 
 

Please take a moment to visit our class webpage (alumni.worcester.edu/classof1962) to leave a message, 
submit a class note for inclusion in the next edition of the alumni magazine, update your contact information, 
and more! 
 

The class of 1962 has two agents but certainly additional agents would bring new voices to supporting class 
communication and encouraging University event attendance and financial support. Noreen DiDonna has left 
the committee after three years of service. Rolly and I continue as the class agents and welcome all new 
committee members. Actually, it is invigorating to return to WSU for the two class agent meetings each year to 
keep classmates connected with news and school occasions of note.  
 

Keep Rolly and I current with relevant events in the lives of our classmates. Your milestones can be included 
in the WORCESTER STATEMENT when you return the enclosed Gold Slip or send information 
to alumni@worcester.edu or ppennucci@aol.com. 
 

Stay up to date regarding upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, class events and more by submitting 
your current email address to the Alumni Office by calling 508-929-8141 or emailing alumni@worcester.edu.  
 

The loss of two classmates is a reminder of the need to stay connected; Thomas George and Marianne Minns 
died recently. On the sick list are Ann (Houlihan) Faron, 4 Mary Ann Drive, North Grafton, MA 01536-1612; 
Carolyn (Bohmann) MacDonald, 43 Simpson Ave., West Yarmouth, MA 02673-8518. 
 

Sincerely, 
Roland E. Charpentier 
Patricia A. (Fell) Pennucci 
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