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Greetings Classmates!

So much has happened since my last class letter! Among the most exciting news, is the success
of Worcester State’s Day of Giving Challenge on April 9,2014! Worcester State surpassed the
goal of 300 donors with flying colors — reaching over 685 gifts from 605 donors, raising
$73,940.47! It is with heartfelt appreciation that I thank Gregg ‘86 and Pam ‘87 Rosen for their
generosity, matching each individual gift with their own gift of $100 until the goal was met! I
also sincerely wish to thank Hugh Donohue ‘70 and Sharon (Valiquette) McDonald ‘86 for each
issuing another $1,000 challenge, encouraging Worcester State to reach 400 gifts. While the
Day of Giving Challenge has come and gone, there is still time to make your annual gift! A gift of
any size $5, $25, $50 or more — makes a big difference. To donate, visit
wo rceste r.ed u/wo rcestersta tefund.

Senator Elizabeth Warren spoke about her new book, A Fighting Chance, at Worcester State on
April 25, 2014. The book shares Senator Warren’s personal story including her rise from a
working class family in Oklahoma to the United States Senate.

On March 18, 2014, the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education approved a new degree in
mathematics for elementary education. This degree, the 26th offered at WSU, which will be
offered beginning in the fall of 2014, will better prepare elementary teachers to teach math.

Worcester State was once again recognized by The Princeton Review as one of the 75 “Best
Value” public universities in the nation. The only other public higher education institution in
Massachusetts to receive this distinction was UMass Amherst

An existing partnership with University of Worcester (UK) has expanded to include
programmatic student exchange in the disciplines of politics. economics and philosophy.

Over



WSU students are doing wonderful things! Student-on-leave Sam Alves sang his way to first
place in “The Voice Brash” last fall. In January, student-athletes took first prize at the NCAA
APPLE Conference with a run and educational video aimed at curbing drunk driving their peers.
Several students spent their spring breaks volunteering their time running basketball clinics in
Costa Rica, building homes for Habitat for Humanity, providing occupational therapy services

in Nicaragua, and so much more. I couldn’t be more proud!

Interested in becoming more involved at Worcester State? Consider attending one of these
upcoming events! A complete list of events can be found atworcester.edu/alumnievents.

• Undergraduate Commencement on May 17, 2014 at the DCU Center

• North and South Carolina Alumni Event on May 22, 2014
• Golden Grads Luncheon on June 1,2014
• Worcester State Foundation Golf Tournament on June 23, 2014 at Wachusett Country

Club and Kettle Brook Golf Club
• Homecoming on October 18, 2014

I invite you to update your contact information by visiting worcester.edu/updateinfo, by
emailing alumni@worcester.edu, or by calling 508-929-8141. You are also encouraged to
submit your class notes for inclusion in the Worcester Statement, our alumni magazine. To
submit a class note, simply visit worcester.edu/classnote, email alumni@worcester.edu, or
return the enclosed gold slip.

Finally, it is with great sadness that I share the passing of Joanne M. (Wilson) Blue’s husband,
James C. Blue, on November 25, 2013, Joanne and James were married for over 60 years.

Sincerely,

Qutfi Rjsbin

Class Agent


