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Ten years ago, Worcester State University expanded and formalized its partnership with the Worcester 

Art Museum, providing Worcester State students, faculty, and staff free, unlimited access to one of the 

most extensive art collections in New England, which spans centuries and cultures from around the world. 

To date, 18 of our 21 academic departments have integrated the Museum’s permanent holdings—and 

special exhibits—into curricula and research projects. University classes from all disciplines regularly utilize 

the Museum for visits, research, and curricular enhancement. Worcester State students have designed 

computer software that allows visitors to manipulate fragile statuary. Others have studied the use of nuclear 

isotopes to discern the age of artwork and tracked trends in cultural history and aesthetic philosophy in 

paintings, sculptures, textiles, and mosaics. WAM has become, in short, another space for students to 

learn, test, and qualify ideas; to take creative inspiration; and to hone their analytic and diagnostic skills as 

they begin professional lives and, we trust, lifetimes of cultural engagement. 

In recognition of our unique partnership and in our shared commitment to an education informed by the 

arts, we have invited the following eight well-known writers from New England and four Worcester State 

University faculty members to share, in essays, artworks from the museum that lend them inspiration. The 

Worcester Art Museum is a world-class classroom, one that Worcester State University students and faculty 

can proudly call their own, and we hope that these essays will provide a new window into the spectacular 

resource that is, quite literally, before our eyes. We look forward to the next decade and to the Museum  

and the University continuing to serve as hubs of cultural and scholarly activity in the city of Worcester  

and its surrounding region.

Barry M. Maloney
President
Worcester State University

Matthias Waschek 
Jean and Myles McDonough Director 
Worcester Art Museum



Lauren K. Alleyne 
is the author of two collections of poetry,  
Difficult Fruit and Honeyfish, and co-editor of  
Furious Flower: Seeding the Future of African 
American Poetry. Her work has appeared in 
numerous publications including the New York 
Times, The Atlantic, Guernica, and Tin House  
and has been praised for “opening onto a larger 
light.” She has been awarded the Phillip Freund 
Alumni Prize for Excellence in Publishing from  
Cornell University, the Green Rose Prize from  
New Issues Press, and an Iowa Arts Council 
Fellowship. Alleyne hails from the twin island  
nation of Trinidad and Tobago, and she is  
currently Associate Professor of English at  
James Madison University, Assistant Director  
of the Furious Flower Poetry Center, and  
Editor-in-Chief of The Fight & The Fiddle.  
In 2020, she was a finalist for the NAACP  
Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work.

Erika L. Briesacher 
is a historian of modern Germany. A graduate of 
Illinois Wesleyan University, she earned a post-
baccalaureate certificate in museum studies 
and a graduate degree in historical studies from 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 2005 
and 2006, respectively. She received her Ph.D. 
in German history from Kent State University in 
2012 and has taught as an Assistant Professor of 
History at Worcester State University since then, 
offering courses in European history, museum 
studies, nationalism, and historical methods to 
undergraduate and graduate students. Her work 
on the construction of memory and identity during 
the Weimar period was included in the volume 
Money in the German-speaking Lands, and her first 
monograph, Nordic Days: Festival, Culture, and 
Identity in Lübeck, 1920-1960, will be published  
by Lexington Books in 2021. Her second book, 
Make Me a Mask: Material/Culture of a Pandemic,  
is under contract with Kent State University Press.



Lawrence Buell 
is the Powell M. Cabot Professor of American 
Literature Emeritus at Harvard University and  
the author of Literary Transcendentalism and  
New England Literary Culture, books that  
established his authority in nineteenth century  
literary and cultural history. His Environmental 
Imagination, with its successor Writing for an 
Endangered World and later works, galvanized 
the field of environmental criticism and provided 
a compass for humanist engagement with 
environmental issues. His biography of Ralph  
Waldo Emerson won the Warren-Brooks and 
Christian Gauss awards for literary criticism,  
and he received the Jay Hubbell Medal for  
Lifetime Achievement in American Literary  
studies in 2007.  

Gish Jen 
is the author of five novels, two works of nonfiction, 
and a story collection. Her most recent novel, The 
Resisters, features a female baseball star leading a 
resistance movement against government surveillance 
in a dystopian future. It has been praised by Booklist 
for weaving “shrewd mischief, knowing compassion, 
and profound social critique in a suspenseful tale.” 
Jen has published short work in the New Yorker, the 
Atlantic Monthly, and dozens of other periodicals 
and anthologies; her work also has appeared in Best 
American Short Stories four times and was selected by 
John Updike for The Best American Short Stories of the 
Century. She is a member of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and has received a Lannan Literary 
Award for Fiction, a Guggenheim Fellowship, a Radcliffe 
Institute for Advanced Study Fellowship, and a Mildred 
and Harold Strauss Living award from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. She delivered the William 
E. Massey Lectures at Harvard University, which 
informed her book Tiger Writing: Art, Culture, and the 
Interdependent Self. A PBS American Masters special 
on the American novel features her work, and she has 
a new book coming out in 2022 from Knopf. This is a 
collection of linked stories through which the fifty years 
since the opening of China is refracted. It is entitled 
Thank You, Mr. Nixon.



Kirun Kapur 
grew up between Honolulu and New Delhi,  
and her first job was for India’s groundbreaking 
feminist magazine Manushi. In the United States,  
her work has appeared in Ploughshares, AGNI, 
Poetry International, and Prairie Schooner,  
among many other journals. Her newest book, 
Women in the Waiting Room, was a finalist in  
the National Poetry Series and her first collection, 
Visiting Indira Gandhi’s Palmist, won the 2013 
Antivenom Poetry Award and was described as  
a “stellar debut by a major new voice” by Andre 
Dubus III. Kapur serves on the board of Beloit  
Poetry Journal and is poetry editor of The Drum 
Literary Magazine; she has taught creative writing  
at Boston University and Brandeis University  
and currently teaches at Amherst College. Her 
honors include the Arts and Letters Rumi Prize  
in Poetry, the Best of the Net award, the Nazim 
Hikmet Prize, and the Glenna Luschei award.  
In 2015, NBC News named her to their list of  
“Asian American Poets to Watch.” 

Megan Marshall 
is the author of three biographies and the 2020-2021 
president of the Society of American Historians. Her first 
biography, The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who 
Ignited American Romanticism, answered long-standing 
questions about the Peabody and Hawthorne families 
at the fulcrum of nineteenth century American life; it won 
the Francis Parkman Prize, the Mark Lynton History 
Prize, and the Massachusetts Book Award in Nonfiction. 
Her second biography, Margaret Fuller: A New American 
Life, lauded for its path-breaking approach to the genre, 
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in Biography in 2014 and 
the Massachusetts Book Award in Nonfiction. Her third 
biography, Elizabeth Bishop: A Miracle for Breakfast, a 
finalist for the Phi Beta Kappa Society’s Christian Gauss 
Award for literary scholarship and praised in The New 
York Times Book Review as “an impressive feat,”  
drew on her experiences as Bishop’s student at Harvard 
University. Marshall’s essays and reviews have  
appeared in the New Yorker, the Atlantic Monthly,  
and the London Review of Books and she has received 
fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the Radcliffe 
Institute, and the Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman Center 
of the New York Public Library. She is the first Charles 
Wesley Emerson College Professor at Emerson College 
where she teaches in the MFA creative writing program. 



Pablo Medina  
is a memoirist, novelist, translator, and poet.  
Born in Havana, Cuba, Medina moved to New  
York City with his family at the age of twelve and 
later studied at Georgetown University. His memoir,  
Exiled Memories: A Cuban Childhood, appeared 
in 1990 and several novels followed. His work 
in translation includes The Weight of the Island: 
Selected Poems of Virgilio Piñera and Federico 
García Lorca’s Poet in New York with poet 
Mark Statman. His poetry collections include 
Soledades and The Foreigner’s Song: New and 
Selected Poems, among several volumes; with 
Carlos Ordonez, he published the photography 
and poetry book Calle Habana. He has received 
fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Guggenheim 
Foundation, and the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest 
Fund, among other honors. Medina served on  
the board of directors for the Association of  
Writers and Writing Programs and as its  
president from 2005 to 2006. He is currently  
a faculty member at the Warren Wilson MFA 
Program for Writers and lives in Williamsville, 
Vermont. 

Lloyd Schwartz 
is a cultural critic, poet, scholar, and editor whose 
honors include a Pulitzer Prize for Criticism in 1994, 
awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Guggenheim Foundation, and an Associates 
of the Boston Public Library Literary Lights Award. 
The Frederick S. Troy Professor of English Emeritus 
at the University of Massachusetts in Boston, 
Schwartz has championed the arts and public 
education throughout his career. He is the author of 
five books of poems including Little Kisses, Cairo 
Traffic, and the forthcoming Who’s on First, New 
and Selected Poems; the essay collection Music 
In—and On—the Air; and co-editor of the Library 
of America’s Elizabeth Bishop: Poems, Prose, and 
Letters. Schwartz’s poetry has been featured in The 
Best American Poetry annual anthology three times 
and in The Best of the Best American Poetry, and he 
is also a three-time winner of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) 
Deems Taylor Award. Schwartz lives in Somerville, 
Massachusetts, where he is the poet laureate, and 
he is the classical music critic for National Public 
Radio’s Fresh Air with Terry Gross and contributing 
arts critic for WBUR’s ARTery.  



Heather Treseler 
is the author of Parturition, a collection of poems 
which received the Munster Literature Centre’s 
international chapbook prize and the Jean  
Pedrick chapbook prize from the New England 
Poetry Club in 2020. Her poems have appeared 
in Harvard Review, The Missouri Review, and the 
Journal of the American Medical Association,  
among other journals, and will be featured in  
The American Scholar in 2021. Her essays have 
been published in the Los Angeles Review of  
Books, Boston Review, and PN Review, and in  
seven books about American poetry. She is the 
recipient of the 2017 George I. Alden Excellence  
in Teaching Award from Worcester State University 
where she is Associate Professor of English  
and the Presidential Fellow for Art, Education,  
and Community. 

Anthony Walton 
is the author of Mississippi: An American Journey, 
and editor, with Michael S. Harper, of Every  
Shut-Eye Ain’t Asleep and The Vintage Book  
of African American Poetry. He is also the author, 
with Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, of Brothers-In-Arms:  
The Epic Story of the 761st Tank Battalion, WWII’s 
Forgotten Heroes. His work has been published in 
dozens of magazines and journals, including the 
New Yorker, the New York Times, The Black Scholar, 
Oxford American, Kenyon Review, Poetry Ireland, 
Ecotone, TLS, PN Review, Harper’s, and the Atlantic 
Monthly. He has appeared on CNN and wrote and 
presented documentary radio for the BBC. The 
recipient of a Whiting Award, among other prizes, 
he has taught at the University of Notre Dame and 
Brown University, and he is the writer-in-residence  
at Bowdoin College.



Kristin Waters 
studied studio art at Bard College before  
earning a Ph.D. in Philosophy at the University  
of Connecticut. She is the of the editor of two  
books, Men and Women Political Theorists: 
Enlightened Conversations and, with  
Carol B. Conaway, Black Women’s Intellectual 
Traditions: Speaking Their Minds, which received  
the Letitia Woods Brown Award from the  
Association of Black Women Historians. Her 
forthcoming book, Maria W. Stewart and the 
Roots of Black Political Thought, is an intellectual 
biography of the first Black woman political theorist, 
a neglected pivotal figure who wrote and spoke  
in Boston in the 1830s. She recently curated  
and wrote the catalogue for an exhibition titled  
Abolition/Resistance: Works from the Alan  
Sussman Rare Book Collection at the Stevenson 
Library, Bard College, and it has been  
incorporated into a permanent online exhibition  
and teaching resource. Waters served as the 
inaugural Presidential Fellow for Art, Education,  
and Community from 2012-2019 and is  
Professor of Philosophy Emerita at Worcester  
State University.

Karl Wurst 
is Professor and Chair of Computer Science 
at Worcester State University. His teaching 
and research focus on student participation in 
Humanitarian Free and Open Source Software 
(HFOSS) projects, and he was recently awarded 
a five-year National Science Foundation grant 
investigating the impact of HFOSS participation  
on the recruitment and retention of women and  
other underserved groups in Computer Science.  
A founder of LibreFoodPantry, an HFOSS community 
developing software to manage campus food 
pantries, he leads his senior capstone students in 
developing software for Worcester State’s Thea’s 
Pantry. He earned his B.S. in Computer Science 
from Central Connecticut State University and 
M.S. in Computer Science and Ph.D. in Computer 
Science and Engineering at the University of 
Connecticut. He is the recipient of the 2014 
George I. Alden Excellence in Teaching Award from 
Worcester State University and the 1994 Taylor L. 
Booth Teaching Fellow Award from the University 
of Connecticut. In 2017, he was one of 21 higher 
education instructors recognized by Red Hat, Inc., 
for his continuing efforts to incorporate open  
source philosophies, methods, and tools into his 
academic work.



Worcester State University and the Worcester Art Museum are proud 

to collaborate with these distinguished authors on a volume that reflects our 

commitment to providing an education informed—and transformed—by the 

arts. Our book, Beyond the Frame: Celebrating the Role of Art in Education 

and Ten Years of Collaboration between the Worcester Art Museum and 

Worcester State University, will appear in April of 2022. To lend your support 

to this publication and to the next decade of the WSU–WAM partnership, 

please contact the Worcester State University Advancement Office  

508 929-8141 for more details. 






