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Ten years ago, Worcester State University expanded and formalized its partnership with the Worcester
Art Museum, providing Worcester State students, faculty, and staff free, unlimited access to one of the
most extensive art collections in New England, which spans centuries and cultures from around the world.
To date, 18 of our 21 academic departments have integrated the Museum’s permanent holdings—and
special exhibits—into curricula and research projects. University classes from all disciplines regularly utilize
the Museum for visits, research, and curricular enhancement. Worcester State students have designed
computer software that allows visitors to manipulate fragile statuary. Others have studied the use of nuclear
isotopes to discern the age of artwork and tracked trends in cultural history and aesthetic philosophy in
paintings, sculptures, textiles, and mosaics. WAM has become, in short, another space for students to
learn, test, and qualify ideas; to take creative inspiration; and to hone their analytic and diagnostic skills as
they begin professional lives and, we trust, lifetimes of cultural engagement.
In recognition of our unique partnership and in our shared commitment to an education informed by the
arts, we have invited the following eight well-known writers from New England and four Worcester State
University faculty members to share, in essays, artworks from the museum that lend them inspiration. The
Worcester Art Museum is a world-class classroom, one that Worcester State University students and faculty
can proudly call their own, and we hope that these essays will provide a new window into the spectacular
resource that is, quite literally, before our eyes. We look forward to the next decade and to the Museum
and the University continuing to serve as hubs of cultural and scholarly activity in the city of Worcester
and its surrounding region.
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Worcester State University and the Worcester Art Museum are proud
to collaborate with these distinguished authors on a volume that reflects our
commitment to providing an education informed—and transformed—by the
arts. Our book, Beyond the Frame: Celebrating the Role of Art in Education
and Ten Years of Collaboration between the Worcester Art Museum and
Worcester State University, will appear in April of 2022. To lend your support
to this publication and to the next decade of the WSU–WAM partnership,
please contact the Worcester State University Advancement Office
508 929-8141 for more details.

